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aspire
radical
informality
shame
proper
grieve
politician
illustrate
subtitle
triumph
regret
academic
gift
permissive
permanent
functional

public figures
an array of
an elevated tone

radical education reform
the modestly educated
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inevitable
controversy
entertaining
liveliness
straight
propose
elaborate
trend
linguist
authentic
gradual
speciality
appreciation
admire
artistic
noble
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command the English language with skill and gift

the highly educated

2. bring about
not necessarily
logical thinking

decline
linguist
convey
variety
expressive
acknowledge
old-fashioned
document
dialect
genre
disappearance
degradation
contempt
temporary
humble
snobbish

the poorly educated

10.  Non-standard varieties of human languages are as expressive as standard ones.

11.  Chinese students have large chunks of memorized poetry in their heads.

12.  Blaming the youngster’s obsession with smart phones is nothing new, but this is not yet another criticism against

the upsetting trend.

13.  The author, a linguist and controversialist of mixed liberal and conservative views, specializes in the 1960s
counter-culture, and sees it as responsible for the decline of formal English.

14.  The cult of the authentic and the personal has spelt the triumph of informal English and the death of formal
speech, writing, poetry and music. Many argue that we can no longer think straight because we do not talk
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proper. But according to John Mcwhorter, formal language is not strictly necessary, and informal one can convey
complex ideas as well.
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